[Contribution of drill-biopsies to pre-treatment investigation of breast adenocarcinomas (author's transl)].
The sensitivity of drill-biopsies (Rousseau's technique) was studied before using them routinely in pre-treatment investigation of breast adenocarcinomas. Results of histological examination, and estrogen (ER) and progesterone (PR) receptors levels obtained preoperatively by this technique, were compared with those from the corresponding mastectomy or tumourectomy specimens in 85 cases. Cytological examination of the various specimens, performed on prints, was used to compare their cellular density. Measurement of receptors included the determination of cytosolic and nuclear sites, and was performed by the single point dextran charcoal method. The limits of positivity established for ER and PR were 10 and 15 fM/mg protein respectively. The results showed sensitivity of 91.8 p. cent for pathology examinations; furthermore, the Scarff-Bloom-Richardson histoprognosis grading could be performed satisfactorily on drill-biopsy specimens. No significant difference was observed between the percentage of positivity for ER and PR from surgical and drill-biopsy specimens. Good correlation existed between values obtained from drill-biopsy and from surgery both for ER (r = 0.86, p less than 10(-5)) and PR (r = 0.86, p less than 10(-5)).